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The New Mexico Indian Affairs Department (IAD) hosted the 2018 American 

Indian Day evening Reception, American Indian Day at the Legislature, and 

partnered with the Santa Fe Indian School to host the Community Luncheon. The 

evening Reception was held on Thursday, February 1, 2018 at La Posada De Santa 

Fe Resort and Spa, in Santa Fe, NM. This event provided Tribal Leaders, State 

Executives, Legislators, Tribal Liaisons and event sponsors the opportunity to 

strengthen their working relationships while showing support for the American 

Indian Day events. During the Reception we were honored with an opening prayer 

from Governor Virgil A. Siow, Pueblo of Laguna. Guests were able to enjoy live 

music and Native dances throughout the evening while networking amongst their 

colleagues. Brief presentations in recognition of the 15th Anniversary of the NM 

Indian Education Act were addressed by NM Indian Education Advisory Council 

Chair, Teri Frazier, and Former State Representative, Ray Begaye. The evening 

Reception concluded with a closing prayer from Lt. Governor James Naranjo from 

the Pueblo of Santa Clara.  

 

To view the evening Reception agenda, please click HERE. 

http://www.iad.state.nm.us/index.html
http://www.iad.state.nm.us/documents/American%20Indian%20Day%20Evening%20Reception%20Agenda.pdf


American Indian Day at the Legislature was held on Friday, 

February 2, 2018 at the State Capitol. This event gave the chance 

for State and Tribal Leaders to gather alongside their constituents 

and celebrate language, culture, and enjoy Native performances. 

IAD Acting Cabinet Secretary, Suzette A. Shije read the opening 

remarks, welcome address and the American Indian Day 

Proclamation while Governor Michael Chavarria, Pueblo of Santa 

Clara honored us with the invocation. President Levi Pesata, 

Jicarilla Apache Nation, Arthur “Butch” Blazer, Mescalero 

Apache Tribe, and E. Paul Torres, All Pueblo Council of 

Governors, each spoke on the importance of this year’s theme, 

“Preservation of our Native Language and Culture”. During the 

events we also took time to recognize the 15th anniversary of the 

Indian Education Act. Before concluding the mornings events we 

were honored with the closing prayer from Governor Frederick 

Vigil, Pueblo of Tesuque.  

 

To view the American Indian Day at the Legislature agenda, 
please click HERE. 
 

A community luncheon at the Santa Fe Indian School took place 

immediately following the morning events at the State Capitol. 

Attendees were able to enjoy a traditional feast day meal, visit 

over 25 exhibit booths that showcased; healthcare, education, 

language and culture preservation. The luncheon gives the chance 

for the public to come together for a day and enjoy Native 

performances amongst friends, family and Community Leaders.  

The event concluded with closing remarks from Acting Cabinet 

Secretary, Suzette A. Shije and Santa Fe Indian School Trustee 

President, Raymond Aguilar, Jr.  

 

To view the IAD/SFIS Community Luncheon Agenda,  
please click HERE. 

Evening Reception 

Legislature Community Luncheon 

http://www.iad.state.nm.us/documents/American%20Indian%20Day%20at%20the%20Legislature%20Agenda.pdf
http://www.iad.state.nm.us/documents/American%20Indian%20Day%20Community%20Luncheon%20Agenda.pdf




2018 American Indian Day Evening Reception  



2018 American Indian Day at the Legislature 



2018 American Indian Day Community Luncheon 



State Target Response (STR) Tribal Summit 

 The New Mexico Behavioral Health Collaborative hosted 

the NM Opioid State Target Response (STR) Tribal 

Summit on February 22-23, 2018 at the Santa Claran Hotel 

and Casino in Espanola, NM. This two-day event was 

focused on community readiness to address opioid 

treatment and addiction, available resources and building 

crisis teams within tribal communities. We heard firsthand 

experiences detailing how it has impacted lives on 

personal, family and community levels. Indian Affairs 

Department Acting Cabinet Secretary, Suzette A. Shije 

provided opening remarks and spoke on the importance of 

communication; “we need to communicate with others and 

ensure the safety of our family and friends, we need to 

make sure everyone is aware of the crisis; prevention is 

key”. 

The purpose of the NM Opioid STR Initiative is to address 

the tremendous opioid crisis by expanding access to 

treatment, reducing unmet treatment needs, and reducing 

opioid overdose-related deaths through the provision of 

prevention, treatment and recovery services for Opioid Use 

Disorders (OUDs) in New Mexico. 

If you or someone you know is seeking treatment or 

requires assistance please visit: NM Behavioral Health 

Services. 

http://newmexico.networkofcare.org/mh/content.aspx?cid=4229
http://newmexico.networkofcare.org/mh/content.aspx?cid=4229


Navajo Nation 

Acting Cabinet Secretary, Suzette A. Shije, and 
Tribal Infrastructure Fund Administrator, Lawrence 
John attended the New Mexico Legislature & 
Navajo Nation Chapters Planning Meeting that was 

held at Upper Fruitland Chapter, Upper Fruitland, 
New Mexico. The meeting was sponsored by District 
4 Representative Sharon Clahchischilliage to discuss 
Capital Outlay Appropriations, Overview of State 

Projects and Funding Plan. The Indian Affairs 
Department presented an overview and updates of 
Tribal Infrastructure Funds and Capital Outlay 
projects within District 4.  

Pueblo of Tesuque 

Pueblo of Tesuque Governor Frederick Vigil 
was recognized at the Behavioral Health 
Collaborative Quarterly Meeting that was 
held on January 18, 2018 in Santa Fe, NM. 

Governor Vigil was recognized for all of his 
efforts within the behavioral health 
community. Governor Vigil has been the 
governor of the Pueblo of Tesuque for four 

separate terms and is a lifetime member of the 
Pueblo of Tesuque Tribal Council. In the 
behavioral health community he promotes 
behavioral health practices anchored in 
recovery and resiliency. Governor Vigil has 

been a leader in addressing the rate of suicide 
amongst Native peoples.  





Thank you to our 2018 Sponsors! 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO INDIAN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 

All media related inquires can be sent directly to Public Relations Coordinator, Sherrie Catanach:  

By Email or by phone: 505-476-1600 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO INDIAN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 

Visit us via web: 

What’s Happening  - for outside grant and scholarship opportunities that are available.  

Meetings and Events - for current and upcoming events. 

Vision and Mission - to view our FY18-19 Strategic Plan. 

IAD Announcements - to stay up-to-date on department updates/news. 

http://www.iad.state.nm.us/index.html
mailto:Sherrie.Catanach2@state.nm.us
http://www.iad.state.nm.us/
http://www.iad.state.nm.us/whats_happening.html
http://www.iad.state.nm.us/meetings_events.html
http://www.iad.state.nm.us/mission.html
http://www.iad.state.nm.us/index.html

